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Exodus 30.1  

 

“You shall make an altar on which 

to burn incense; you shall make it 

of acacia wood. 

 

 

 

 

2 A cubit shall be its 

length, and a cubit 

its breadth. It shall 

be square, and two 

cubits shall be its 

height.  

 

 

Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 
3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, 

its top and around its sides and its 

horns. And you shall make a molding 

of gold around it. 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

4 And you shall make two golden rings 

for it. Under its molding on two 

opposite sides of it you shall make 

them, and they shall be holders for poles 

with which to carry it. 5 You shall make 

the poles of acacia wood and overlay 

them with gold. 6 And you shall put it in 

front of the veil that is above the ark of 

the testimony, in front of the mercy seat 

that is above the testimony, where I will meet with you.  

 

7 And Aaron shall burn fragrant 

incense on it. Every morning 

when he dresses the lamps he 

shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron 

sets up the lamps at twilight, he 

shall burn it, a regular incense 

offering before the LORD 

throughout your generations. 9 

You shall not offer unauthorized 

incense on it, or a burnt offering, 

or a grain offering, and you shall 

not pour a drink offering on it. 10 

Aaron shall make atonement on 

its horns once a year. With the 

blood of the sin offering of 

atonement he shall make 

atonement for it once in the year 

throughout your generations. It is 

most holy to the LORD.” 
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The Census Tax 

11 The LORD said to Moses, 12 “When you take the census of the people 

of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for his life to the LORD when 

you number them, that there be no plague among them when you 

number them.  

13 Each one who is numbered in the 

census shall give this: half a 

shekel according to the shekel of the 

sanctuary (the shekel is twenty 

gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to 

the LORD.  

 

14 Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and 

upward, shall give the LORD’s offering. 15 The rich shall not give more, 

and the poor shall not give less, than the half shekel, when you give the 

LORD’s offering to make atonement for your lives.  

 

16 You shall take the 

atonement money 

from the people of 

Israel and shall give 

it for the service of 

the tent of meeting, 

that it may bring the 

people of Israel to 

remembrance before 

the LORD, so as to 

make atonement for 

your lives.” 
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The Bronze Basin 

17 The LORD said to Moses, 
18 “You shall also make a 

basin of bronze, with its 

stand of bronze, for washing. 

You shall put it between the 

tent of meeting and the altar, 

and you shall put water in it, 
19 with which Aaron and his 

sons shall wash their hands 

and their feet.  

 

 

 

20 When they go into the 

tent of meeting, or when 

they come near the altar 

to minister, to burn a 

food offering to the 

LORD, they shall wash 

with water, so that they 

may not die.  
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21 They shall wash their hands and 

their feet, so that they may not die. 

It shall be a statute forever to them, 

even to him and to his offspring 

throughout their generations.” 

 

 

 

The Anointing Oil and Incense 

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 

500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, 250, 

and 250 of aromatic cane, 24 and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel 

of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil. 25 And you shall make of these a 

sacred anointing oil blended as by the perfumer; it shall be a holy 

anointing oil.  

26 With it you shall anoint the tent 

of meeting and the ark of the 

testimony, 27 and the table and all 

its utensils, and the lampstand and 

its utensils, and the altar of incense, 
28 and the altar of burnt offering 

with all its utensils and the basin 

and its stand. 29 You shall 

consecrate them, that they may be 

most holy. Whatever touches them will become holy.  
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30 You shall anoint Aaron 

and his sons, and 

consecrate them, that they 

may serve me as priests. 31 

And you shall say to the 

people of Israel, ‘This 

shall be my holy anointing 

oil throughout your 

generations. 32 It shall not 

be poured on the body of 

an ordinary person, and 

you shall make no other 

like it in composition. It is 

holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds any like it or 

whoever puts any of it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.’” 

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and 

galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (of each shall there be 

an equal part), 35 and make an incense blended as by the perfumer, 

seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36 You shall beat some of it very 

small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of meeting 

where I shall meet with you. It shall be most holy for you. 37 And the 

incense that you shall make according to its composition, you shall not 

make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the LORD. 38 Whoever 

makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.” 
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Oholiab and Bezalel 

31.1 The LORD said to 

Moses, 2 “See, I have 

called by name Bezalel 

the son of Uri, son of 

Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah, 3 and I have filled 

him with the Spirit of 

God, with ability and 

intelligence, with 

knowledge and all 

craftsmanship, 4 to 

devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting 

stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6 And 

behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 

the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men ability, that they may 

make all that I have commanded you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark 

of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furnishings 

of the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and the pure lampstand with all its 

utensils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt offering with all 

its utensils, and the basin and its stand, 10 and the finely worked 

garments,  the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of 

his sons, for their service as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the 

fragrant incense for the Holy Place. According to all that I have 

commanded you, they shall do.” 
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1. Awe and Access 

v. 9 You shall not offer unauthorized incense on it… 

v. 10 Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood of the 

sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year 

throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.” 

v. 23 “Take the finest spices 

v. 25 a sacred anointing oil 

vs. 29,30 You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy. Whatever 

touches them will become holy. You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and 

consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 

v. 33 Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it on an outsider 

shall be cut off from his people.’” 

v. 38 Whoever makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his 

people.”  

To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy 

One.       Isaiah 40.25 

For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose 

name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a 

contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart 

of the contrite.  For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the 

spirit would grow faint before me, and the breath of life that I made.    

          Isaiah 57.15,16 

 

2. Form and Freedom 

Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its 

furniture, so you shall make it.  Exodus 25.9 

For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, 

“See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on 

the mountain.”    Hebrews 8.5 
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If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were 

still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— “Do not handle, Do not 

taste, Do not touch” (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—

according to human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of 

wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, 

but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.     

         Colossians 2.20-23 

“See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, 

with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs   

        Exodus 31.2-4 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 

service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of 

the Spirit for the common good.     1 Corinthians 12.4-7 

 

3. Pardon and Prayer 

v. 12 “When you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a 

ransom for his life to the LORD when you number them, that there be no plague 

among them when you number them. 

v. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less 
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And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s 

deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing 

that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 

with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 

Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.   1 Peter 1.17-19 

vs. 6-8 And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the 

testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is above the testimony, where I will 

meet with you. And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when 

he dresses the lamps he shall burn it, and when Aaron sets up the lamps at 

twilight, he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the LORD throughout 

your generations.    

When we come to God through Christ, all our praises and petitions go straight to 

his throne of grace. Ultimately, this is what the altar of incense was intended to 

signify…Sadly countless Christians neglect the privilege of prayer every day. We 

do not pray for God’s kingdom to come…daily provision, protection and pardon. 

And in doing this, we really despise the cross of Christ, because our privilege to 

pray was purchased by His blood.     Philip Ryken 

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 

half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven 

trumpets were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with 

a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all 

the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, 

with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. Then 

the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the 

earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an 

earthquake.      Revelation 8.1-5 

 


